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The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first 
stage of a child’s care from birth to five years old. It 
sets the standards to ensure that all children learn 
and develop, as well as keeping them healthy and safe.   

All schools and Ofsted registered early years 
providers in England must follow the EYFS. 

What Is the EYFS?



Early Years Foundation Stage   E.Y.F.S

F2 Reception 4-5 years. Red Oaks F1 
Nursery  3-4 years
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So what does it like here in Red Oaks …?



Included in the EYFS are the 7 Areas of Learning.
They are:

• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

Throughout the EYFS, children will be working towards the
17 Early Learning Goals which are included in the 7 areas above.

These ELG’s describe the level of attainment expected at the end of 
a child’s reception year in school.



The 7 areas are then
broken down to 17 !



It is important to remember that:
• The ELGs are not a test. Staff will use what they already know about 

a child to make their decisions.
• The ELGs are not the EYFS curriculum. They should not be used to be 

taught to, they are just an end point. 

They have also been adapted to better match up with the national curriculum 
in Year 1. This will help children to be better prepared for their move to the 
next Key Stage.

Exceeding judgements have also been removed. Children are now encouraged 
and challenged to have a greater depth and understanding of things before 
moving onto new learning. 

At the end of the Reception year, children are 
assessed against the 17 Early Learning Goals.



‘Development Matters’ is a non-compulsory document which provides 
the scaffolding for supporting this Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum in achieving the 17 ELG ’s. It is  used by staff to support 
them to understand child development in the different Areas of 
Learning. 

From September 2021 there were key changes to this document;

Children are no longer assessed against an age band. It’s now accepted 
each child develops in different ways, so the use of the age bands 
before did not fit everyone fairly.  

Staff can now use their own knowledge of child development to decide 
each child’s next steps and support needs. 

These changes allow more freedom for adults to plan to the learning 
and interests of the children in their class. 



The guidance is written to help practitioners meet the new requirements of 
the ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’, which 
were effective from September 2021.

Newly updated Development Matters Non-Statutory Curriculum Guidance for the 
Early Years Foundation Stage was published in September 2020 and revised in July 
2021 and came into force in September 2021. We were an Early Adopter School



Key changes were made to Development Matters (Non-Statutory Curriculum 
Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage) in Sept 2021 for lots of reasons.

Why has Development Matters been updated?

What does Development Matters look like now?

Observation and Assessment Expectations

Characteristics of effective learning



Why has Development Matters been updated?
There are three main reasons why the updates have been implemented.

To reduce 
practitioner 
workload

The updated Development Matters document aims to move away 
from constant generation of data about children’s progress and 
tick sheets. By taking away the need for constant recording, it 
helps to develop more natural play, conversations and 
interaction between adults and children .

To concentrate 
on children’s 
communication

This is in order to address increased anxiety about 
children’s early communication. Good language skills are the 
basis for all other learning and social interaction, so this is 
vital to focus on.  It also supports  building up vocabulary 
by increasing the amount of words they know and can use. 

To focus more on 
supporting 

children who risk 
falling behind the 

majority

The reformed guidance should help to focus on 
identifying and narrowing any gaps in children’s 
learning and development.

We still use ILD, 
Special Books Proud 

Walls , Quality 
interactions

We are focussing on better 
quality, scaffolded  interactions 

for children  between adults and 
peers . e.g. KAGAN

Regular pupil progress 
reviews and intervention 

groups .



What does Development Matters look like now?
Birth to three - Babies, Toddlers and Young Children

Development 
descriptors for 
babies and toddlers 
are not broken into 
smaller age bands as 
they were previously 

These small-step age bands infer that child 
development can be measured in linear steps 
and stages. 
The updated Development Matters 
acknowledges that this isn’t how children 
learn and develop, as illustrated by research 
findings and international practice. 

Key developmental 
milestones are 
included in the 
guidance as 
‘observation 
checkpoints’

The aim of these checkpoints is to support 
practitioners in identifying children who 
are at risk of falling behind other children 
in their development.

e.g. “Is the toddler listening and 
responding to simple instructions…?”



What does Development Matters look like now?
3 and 4 year olds    Nursery or Foundation Stage 1

Key developmental 
milestones are included in 

the guidance as 
‘observation checkpoints’

The aim of these checkpoints is to support 
practitioners in identifying children who are at risk 
of falling behind other children in their development.



What does development Matters Look like now?
4-5 year olds           Children in Reception or Foundation Stage 2

Does not specifically 
include the early learning 

goals

To move away from the view of Early Learning Goals as a set of 
hoops for children to jump through as soon as possible, they are 
not included in the updated Development Matters guidance but 
we still assess against these at the end. 



Observation and Assessment Expectations
Key Quotes from the Guidance

“Accurate and proportionate 
assessment is vital. It helps 

you to make informed 
decisions about what a child 
needs to learn and be able 

to do next.”

“It is not designed to be 
used as a tick list for 

generating lots of data.”

“You can use your 
professional knowledge to 

help children make progress 
without needing to record 

lots of next steps.”

“The guidance can help you 
check that children are 
secure in all the earlier 

steps of learning, before 
you look at their ‘age band’.”

“Depth in learning matters 
much more than moving 

from one band to the next 
or trying to cover 

everything.”
“Children who may struggle 
in their early learning are 
not ‘low ability’. We do not 
know what their potential 
might be. Every child can 
make progress with the 

right support.”



Characteristics of effective learning

Playing and Exploring
• Realise that their actions have an effect on theworld, so they want to keep repeating

them.
• Plan and think ahead about how they willexplore or play with objects.
• Guide their own thinking and actions by talkingto themselves while playing.
• Make independent choices.
• Bring their own interests and fascinations into early years settings. This helps them to

developtheir learning.
• Respond to new experiences that you bring totheir attention.
Active Learning
• Participate in routines and begin to predictsequences because they know routines.
• Show goal-directed behaviour.
• Begin to correct their mistakes themselves.
• Keep on trying when things are difficult.
Creating and Thinking Critically
• Take part in simple pretend play.
• Sort materials.
• Review their progress as they try to achieve agoal and check how well they are doing.
• Solve real problems.
• Use pretend play to think beyond the ‘here andnow’ and to understand another perspective.
• Know more, so feel confident about coming up with their own ideas. Make more links between

those ideas.
• Concentrate on achieving something that’simportant to them. They are increasingly able 

to control their attention and ignore distractions.



Alongside all these new changes there 
runs our Foundation Stage Action plan 
which aims to support and implement some 
of these new changes more effectively. 
The following is a summary of the some 
key initiatives we’ve followed this year.



Progression in 
basic play 
skills .

2021-22
Action plan 
initiatives 

Physical development (PD) fine 
and gross motor and Expressive 
Art and Design (EAD)



Developing the outdoor play areas.

Communication and Langauge (CL) Physical development 
(PD) fine and gross motor and Expressive 
Art and Design (EAD)and Personal, Social and  
Emotional Development (PSED) skills 



Laying the foundations 
for Whole school Kagan 
strategies

Communication and Language (CL) and 
Personal, Social and  Emotional 
Development(PSED) skills 



If you are ever in doubt what EYFS is all about…

…achievement … pride in progress …awe and wonder

…experimenting …collaboration …enjoyment

…finding my own
way of doing things!

…it’s just what 
we do here!


